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Intercultural Competency
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The benefits of international experience and overseas short-term programs have been documented in various research
as fundamental to increasing cultural competence and success in the global world today. Among them, improvements in
foreign language skills, personal development, and career development (professional and academic benefits); decreased
xenophobia and ethnic distance (intellectual benefits); and enlightened international knowledge and changed opinions
about other countries and one’s own (cultural growth).

M i A

Using the Intercultural Development Inventory (IDI), the Perceived Language Questionnaire (PLQO), and the Observed
Language Questionnaire (OLQ), this proposed study will assess the cultural competency and language proficiency of
university students participating in five StAI programs (StAIH, in Hawaii, and StAIS in Sydney, Australia) between April
2022 and March 2025 to understand the impact of the StAI program on the growth of intercultural competency and
communicative language proficiency.

VS VRS VRS
2022-23 2023-24 2024-25
Sept. 2022 Mar. 2023 Sept. 2023 Mar. 2024 Sept. 2024
StAIH Program 1 StAIS Program 1 StAIH Program 2 StAIS Program 2 StAIH Program 3
~_ ~_ ~ ~ ~
IDI (Pre- & Post-) Individual JALT Study Abroad SIG
PLQ (1-5/program) Group JSPS
oLQ (1-5/program) Program (StAlH, StAIS) JACET

P PE—IRL Vb

The general learning objectives outlined in the English Education Reform Plan Corresponding to

Globalization (MEXT, 2014) and the ministry s Third Basic Plan for the Promotion of Education, clearly show cultural
competency to be a primary objective of secondary education in Japan (MEXT, 2019). The Ministry believes that a
culturally competent workforce is vital for the future of the country.

)} FROF—T— K

Intercultural Competency, Study Abroad Programming,; Teaching Methodology (ESL/EFL);

Intercultural Development Inventory (IDI)
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