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Intercultural Competency
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The benefits of international experience and overseas short-term programs have been highlighted by
various studies as being fundamental to increased cultural competence and success in the global world
today. These endeavors yield a spectrum of benefits ranging from improvements in foreign language
skills, personal development, and career development (professional and academic benefits),; decreased
xenophobia and ethnic distance (intellectual benefits); and enlightened international knowledge and
changed opinions about other countries and one’s own (cultural growth).

AR R

Throughout the duration of the StAIC (Study Abroad and Short-term Internship in Canada) Program,
students will undergo assessment to gauge the program’s efficacy in fostering student development. At
predetermined intervals, students will participate in one-on-one interviews to evaluate their self-perceived
language proficiency and engage in structured discussions to observe their communicative abilities. This
study will utilize the originally-developed Perceived Language Questionnaire (PLQ) and the Observed
Language Questionnaire (OLQ) to assess how effectively the StAIC Program enhances students’ linguistic
and cultural competencies.

) 7 E—ILEA Y R

The cultural competency objectives outlined by the Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and
Technology (MEXT), as detailed in the English Education Reform Plan Corresponding to Globalization
(MEXT, 2014) and the ministry’s Third Basic Plan for the Promotion of Education (MEXT, 2019), are
directly supported by the StAIC Program. By providing students with immersive experiences in an
English-speaking environment, the program contributes to the development of culturally-competent
individuals, aligning with the broader goals of secondary education in Japan.

) HRDF—T—F
Intercultural Competency; Study Abroad Programming;
Perceived Language Questionnaire (PLQ), Observed Language Checklist (OLC)
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